
SENIOR ESSAY

CONTEST
T h e  M a s o n i c  C h a r i t y  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  O k l a h o m a ’ s  H i g h  S c h o o l  S e n i o r  E s s a y
C o n t e s t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 6 6  t o  p r o v i d e  M a s o n s  a  w a y  t o  s u p p o r t
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  E a c h  y e a r ,  a  n e w  e s s a y  t o p i c  i s
s e l e c t e d  t h a t  w i l l  e n g a g e  s t u d e n t s  i n  m e a n i n g f u l  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  c u r r e n t
e v e n t s .   B y  e n g a g i n g  i n  t h i s  w r i t i n g  e x e r c i s e ,  w e  h o p e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l
d e m o n s t r a t e  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  t h o u g h t s ,  a n d
c o n c l u s i o n s  l o g i c a l l y  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  p r o g r a m
h a s  e v o l v e d ,  b u t  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  r e m a i n e d  s t e a d f a s t .

P r o m p t :  M a n y  o b s e r v e r s  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  l e s s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c i v i c

a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a n  i n  t h e  p a s t .  W h a t  r o l e  h a s  c i v i c ,  o r

c o m m u n i t y  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  p l a y e d  i n  y o u r  l i f e ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e

o v e r a l l  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  w e  l i v e ?  

“ H o w  D o e s  C i v i c  I n v o l v e m e n t  B e n e f i t
I n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  C o m m u n i t i e s ? ”

THE 2026-2027 ESSAY TOPIC IS:

1st Place:  $2000   2nd Place:  $1750 3rd Place:  $1500   4th Place:  $1250

 5th Place:  $1000 6th Place:  $750 7th Place:  $750   8th Place:  $750

 9th Place:  $750 10th Place: $750

Statewide Winners will receive a certificate
and the following cash prizes:

A n y  O k l a h o m a  p u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r  i s  e l i g i b l e  t o  s u b m i t  o n e  e n t r y .

E s s a y s  m u s t  b e  t h e  s t u d e n t ’ s  o r i g i n a l  w o r k .  A n  a t t e s t a t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  t h e

t e a c h e r  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t  t h a t  n o  A I  w a s  u s e d  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  w i t h  t h e

e s s a y .  ( T h e  A I  a t t e s t a t i o n  f o r m  c a n  b e  d o w n l o a d e d  f r o m  o u r  w e b s i t e . )

E s s a y s  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  a s  a  . P D F  v i a  o u r  w e b s i t e ,  https: / /mcfok.org/

Essays must be formatted fol lowing MLA Style and no more than 1,250 words.

E s s a y  f i l e  s h o u l d  f o l l o w  t h i s  n a m i n g  s y s t e m :  L a s t - F i r s t _ S c h o o l  N a m e .  

E s s a y s  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 2 6 .

CONTEST OVERVIEW: 

Scan the QR code to visit our website
for more information

The scoring rubric, MLA guidance, essay examples AND MORE
are  available on our website.

1  –  5  l o c a l  w i n n e r s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e .s t t h

ALL  essays that don’t meet the above criteria will be disqualified

https://mcfok.org/

